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= DREADITORIAL 
HEY, FANS OF DREADSTAR: 
EPIC COMICS AND MARVEL'S EPIC EOhhies LINE... 


WE REALLY FAKED YOU OUT TA/S 
TIME, HUH 2/ YOU'VE BEEN SPECULATING 
ANO WONDERING FOR MONTHS ABOUT 
JUST AO LURKS BENEATH THE MASK 


writer/artist/creator 


JIM STARLIN OF THE MYSTERIOUS Z. WELL, THIS ISSUE a 
letterer WE REVEAL ALL... RIGHT NOW.” 7 
JIM NOVAK STARLIN AND I SET THE WHOLE THING : 
clr A eles Sele 
. if “AL j 
DAINA GRAZIUNAS WOULDN'T ACCEPT THE EDITOR OF A | 
editor TITLE AS THE BIG SURPRISE VILLAIN. 


ARCHIE GOODWIN 
associate editor 


BUT THE MORE STARLIN TALKED TO ME 
ABOUT IT... THE BETTER |T SEEMED! 
$0--HA HA--HERE T AM! THE 


JOPOFEY, TRUE IDENTITY BEHIND THE, 
consulting editor MASK OF-— 
JIM SHOOTER 
AL MILGROM 
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EXCUSE ME. MY ASSOCIATE 
EDITOR, JO DUFFY, SEEMS 
TO BE INTERRUPTING. 5O, 
YOU'RE RUPELY SPO/LING 
THE MOST IMPORTANT 
DREAODITORIAL OF MY. 
CAREER, AND-~ 


SUM STARLIN 
WAS JUST KIDDING. 
PULLING YOUR 
LES ABOUT BEING 
ZIT WAS JUST 

A JOKE! 


Application to mail at second. 
class postage rates is pending at 
New York, N.Y. and at addi- 
tional mailing offices, No simni- 
larity benween any of the names, 
characters, persons, and institu: 
tions in this magazine with 
those of any tving or dead 
person or institutions is in- 
bh 


COTM 


ONCE AGAIN YouR 
IMPERIAL CYBORG GUARD. 
FALLS BEFORE OREADSTAR'S 
Migr as If THEY WERE 
NOTHING MORE THAN TOY 


0 
SOLDIERS. iw 


UNFORTUNATELY, 
THEY'LL NOT BE 
TAKEN BACK TO THE 
MEC-MED DEPOT 


7 marr FOR REPAIRS Z- 
. THIS TIME. 
& Bal | 
Alt t} Ai} 
H =" 1 
Hf f A Yin di 
To airy g 
y 
B ° 
| ri H 
eal ! 


Tooay's 

CARNAGE IS. 
DESTINED 70 BE 
CERMANENT, 


FOR BY DAY'S END 
YOUR MONARCHY WiLL 
Rtas, 
OF THE WSTRUMEN- 
TALITY. 


THE 200 Year 
(OL MONARCHY= 
CWETRUMENTAL- 
7ZYWAR 18 ABOUT. 
TO CONCLUPE WITH 
THE CHURCH THE, 
VICTOR, 


yx BECAUSE: 
DREADSTAR iS 
SLATED TO BE ONE 

OR THE LAST. 
CASUALTIES OF 

THIS CONFLICT, 


A NERY. 
SECURE VICTORY 
E MIGHT ADP... 


so WITH A LITTLE HELP, 
FROM YOU A7Vo 
GREGZOR. 


MEANWHILE, SOME TWENTY LIGHT 

YEARS AWAY, ON THE PLANET 

PLOREXUS, THE SECRET HOME 

BASE OF VANTH DREADSTAR AND 
COMPANY... 


‘MED-SCAN INDICATES OED/'S CONDI- 
TION HAS STABILIZED, GUT HE'LL NEED 
SOME WORK PONE ON HIS LEG, 


NOW, SkEEVO, 
I THINK ITIS ABOUT, 
TIME YOU FILLED US 


IN ON WHAT HAS: 
\ OCCURRED, 


WELL, AS YOU KNOW, VANTH'S 
2M Nor Quite 
Stee Whee SUSPECTED THAT KING 


QEDI WAS SCHEDULED To 
PICK UP TELLIGENCE 
REPORTS FR 


DEAD FRIEND, AKWATON, 


HOW ABOUT AT. 
‘A POINT WHERE 
Your STORY WILL 

MAKE SOME 


ZOMEHOW HE KEPT IT 
TOGETHER LONG ENOUSH 
To REACH US WITH THE 

CASSETTE. 


z SSE 
(EDI ESCAPED GuT GOT. 
SHOT LIP \N THE PROCESS, 


UNFORTUNATELY 2 CAUGHT 
THE KING PASSING OED! THE 
MNTELLIGENCE TAPE. 


THE TAPE CONTAINER A 
COMPLETE RECORP OF ALL y 
MONARCHY MILITARY \ if ALSO REVEALED THAT Z HAD 
PLOYMENTS ANC SUPPLIED THIS INFORMATION To THE 
PLANETARY DEFENSE UETRUMENTAL 


LIT Y, SO.'T COULD, 
CONQUER SEWELWORLD, 


VANTH HEADED OFF To SAVE THE KING 
sea uli MOO) | AND PROBABLY KILL 2 AND SENT ME 
1 EAD OF enon te BER EHECS! BACK HERE WITH OEP! 70 FILL YOU IN, 


AL 


th 


HEADING OFF TO WARM UP THE ORLISER. 


HELPLESS, 
| BEGGING To GE I 
BA CONQUERED! 


Z HAVE 
BEEN AWAITING 
YOUR ARRIVAL, 


‘GREETINGS, 
VANTH 
OREAPSTAR,, 


I'VE COME FOR }i 


THE DESTRUCTION 
F THE 
ONARCHY.. 


AND. 

A PAINEUL 

DEATH FOR 
You, 


BUT YOU...T.. 

WE COULD nae 

ANEW START 
HERE. 


No, Ive 
COME TOO 
FAR... 


FOR 
( RicHTEous 


VENGEANCE, 


THERE IS NO 
ROOM IN THIS 
GALAXY FOR ONE 
SUCH AS ME... 


ALL THAT 


NC 
WAS MY WORLD 


18 DEAD. 


ISN'T THERE SOME 
WAY TO TALK THIS 


WELL ITWILL TAKE MORE J) 
ATHANA SNEAK ATTACK TO A) 


AT LEAST Wilt 
mys F OI 
GaN Reson any ENERBIES 


THROWN AGAINGT ME, 


ee 7 You eyo i 
: Those : 
= pers “can 


You Dip VERY Wel! 
YOUR HIGHNESS. HE NEVER EXPECTED SUCH 


BETRAYAL FROM YOU. — 
1 OR SUCH 
STRENGTH, 


F- 


We Beane wheRe we © [scanner acaems gs BY THE STARS. 
GaN'co THe MostGoon,  |WE'VE GOT COMPANY J 3 F 


NOW WE HEAD FOR THE 
ROYAL PALACE. 


THERE'S NOTHING ELSE WE CAN D0, OUR POWERS 
AND THIS GRUASER WOULD B& NO HELE AGAINET 
= THAT ARMADA 


ARRIVE IN TIME To 


SAVE JEWEL - 
WORLD. 


8YZ¥6Y, YOU GOT THIS 
ANNOYING HABIT OF 
THINKING TOO MUCH 
WITH YOUR HEAD 
ANO NOT ENOUGH. 


+e WITH YOUR 
AEART. Big 


ONLY, THING 


THAT'S KePT.Us J 


ALIVE THIS 
LONG. 


HOPEFULLY SOME OF THE FLEET WILL BE ABLE 70. 
ELUDE THE CHURCH DRAGNET THAT WILL SURELY 


g FOLLOW THIS RAID. 


ELL HAVE TO a 
GET OFF JEWEL- 
WORLD ON HIS 

OWN, HEIL 


B PROBABLY JUST 


STEAL A SHIP, 


"YOu KNOW 
Haris THE WAY 
HE'D WANT IT, 


WOULP You 3 
PROGRAM IN THE Ve 
COORDINATES TO 

PLOREXUS 7 


‘COORDINATES: 
SET.., 


‘SURPRISED 2, 


WELL Ler, 


AA 


THAT 
EXPLAINS HIS 
SUDDEN INHUMAN 
“STRENGTH AND 

DEFECTION, 


VANTH, Z'M $0 SORRY....T COULDN'T 
HELP AYSELE..IT'S Been Nao. [ENE ETE MN MENTAL 


THATS 


WITHOUT MY 
(ORP THIS SET-UI 


THE MECHANISM IS 
RESIGNED To DISCHARGE 
9 VOLT# 


age WacuSn rove 
|eee WHENEVER ANY_ 
URE |G APPLIED, 


WiTHour YOUR 
ancer ir ai 
PAINFUL, ISN'T 


UR LITTLE EMPIRE THA 
DReADSTIAR FOUGHT SO HARD Me 
PROTECT 16 BEING, Bee 7 

THE FORCES OF THE 
RUMENTALITY, 


ALL OF JEWELWORLD 
SHOULD BE REDUCED Te 
Bisale ov Late TONIonT, 


ALS 


a= 


JUST LOOK AT THE 
WATE breadeas 
NESS, 


WELL YOU'RE WOT ABOUT To 66 
FREE YOURE NOT EVEN GOING 
TO BE GREATHING MUCH LONGER. 


ae 
alia je 


ZAI ALL THAT Is Rae AND 
TEEUE NOT ANYTHING YOU 
BELIEVE ME TO 6 


AKNATON 
1S ZEAL. 


YOU, VANTH PREADSTAR, ARE ABOUT 
10 Bay FOR YouR BLOODY 
CRIMES AND YOUR STUPIOITY, 


ij 


¢ BUT THAT'S: 
| (MPOSSIBLE: 


we; 
WAY OF THE 


: 


YOU CAN'T BEA ZYGOTEAN... THE EMPTY GRAVE... 
TON ONGE SHOWED ME A MENTAL IMAGE OF SOME 2) 


a / ae 


eae ae 
2E-T HANDER. | 


|My ASSIGNED PUTY WAS TO CHART THE OUTER REACHES OF THE 
MILKY WAY GALAXY FOR FUTURE CONQUES: ory 


MOST OF MY WORK WAS DONE BY NONE DAY Z PICKED UP ON REPORTS 
COMPUTER) SO I HAP MANY WAS SPENT MONITORING MILI- OF AN ORSIROSIAN LEADING A 
LE HOURS TO FILL, ——> TARY EZHER TRANSMISSIONS. WM BAND OF RESISTANCE FIGHTERS. 


THE LEADER'S NAME TN 
WAS AKWATON. 1 ea oats 


COMPUTER CENTRAL J SZ LEARNED ALL THERE WAS TO KNOW ABOUT THE 
HAP A AILE ON HIM AND QRSIROSIAN SORCERER-SCIENTIST- STATESMAN 
THE BYACEX/AN IN. IM WARRIOR WITH THE GLOWING. 
THE GROUP Z STUDIED 

THOSE FILES FOR DAYS. 


THAT FILE THE LIMITLESS TIME Z HAD TO COMMAND CENTRAL 
PLATE THE SITUATION, AND PERHAPS MY, But TWAS 100 L 
ACTUALLY BEING PART OF THE CONFLICT ALLOWED 
IME TO REALIZE WHAT YOUR 24@K SCHEME WAS. 

= 


= 


REPORTS BEGAN TO COME IN ABOUT. 
YOUR GROUP HOLDING OFF OUR 
| FORCES IN A CAVERN ON THE PLANET | 
| PREAMSENE, 


THERE WAS NOTHING To Do\BUT 
| AZ BE THE GALAXY AND. SAVE. 
MYSELF. 


SOMEONE HAP TO LIVE SO THAT 
THE ZYOTEAN DYNASTY COULD. 
CONTINUE. a 


Bi “PERHAPS THERE WoULD ee 
SURVIVORS Z COULD AIP LATER 


THE GALAXY 
RECEDED GEHINE 
IME, BRACED 
MYSELF FOR ITS 
END, 


Nz WAS AGOUT To 
TURN ABOUT WHEN 
SUBDENLY, WITHOUT 


“1 THE MILEY WAY 
GALAXY CEASED To BE." 


NEVEN AT TEN LIGHT YEARS, OUT [MONLY THE O/STANCE ANP THE MAS SCON’AS THE TURBULENCE 
THE IMPACT WAS ZEVASTATING. VIM STURDY ENGINEERING OF MY WM SUBSIDED, t TURNED BACK INTO 
SHIP SAVED ME. — THE ZARKWESS THAT WAS ONCE 
K\usi MY OME, 


(a | 


Y 


euavivoe: 
BOING NONE EXCEPT, 


S.THE OCCUPANTS OFA STRANGE NE SET My supe caseR 
MYSTIC SPHERE WHO ERE IN SEH Ts Ot VOU. 4 
A Stare OF SUBPENCED z f 
ANIMATION. - ree 


UPTO ME TO DEAL OUT THE AUA/SHMENT You DESERVED 
IR CRIMES AGAINST THE MILKY WAY. 


TOA) 


DE BEGAN 


You THREW ME Ore A ait Ia ALU THAT MEANT WAS 
WHEN You A72LED AKNA- (MBTHAT You ALONE WouLD ‘ ‘I APPEASED MY. 
TON YOURSELF) GUT 2 HAVE To SUFFER THE 

PUNISHMENT MEANT FOR 

7M DESECKATING 


HIS GRAVE. 


3 OF THE MONARCHY, 


ST/OF COURSE, ROSE © 

QUICKLY THROUGH THE & 

RANKS AND SOON BECAME q Ni 

THe Lego Oe THe 3 RVING TOO 

EMPIRE'S /VTELLIGENCE| A SUPER SOLDIER BY 
enoss PING MAN 


“WE NOW, HAT THE EXPERIMENT. “BUT THATIS NOT WHAT I TOLD A/NG NELLOR: BY. 
ONLY MANAGED 70 PRODUCE THE PEACE LOVING CAT MME THE TIME Z WAS DONE HE WAS CONVINCED CALOOR 
PEOPLE OF CALDOR, . WAS THE GREATEST THREAT THE EMPIRE EVER FACED) 


RPERED LIP A 
TATING NIGHT RAl 


“NOTHING IN THE UNIVERSE COULD. NGREGZOR PROVED TO BEA WEAK MEE “FROM THIS POSITION I SET OUT 
HAVE STOPPED YOU FROM KILLING: RULER WHOM I WAS EASILY ABLE TO GAIN MY FINAL VENGEANCE, 
- 10 CONTROL OR OVERRIDE, Eg — <9 


SOON THE GALAXY YOU'VE FOUGHT $0 HARD To PROTECT WILL FALL INTO THE MAD HANDS) 
OF THE LORP PAPAL. 


THERE WILL BE A GALACTIC INQUISITION IN 
WHICH MILLIONS WILL DIE. THE STARS WILL RUN 
REP WITH BLOOD... 


AND THERE: 


3 
NOTHING You 
ZAN'09 TO STOP 

< 


TILL BE SAFELY JUST, MY REVENGE |S pm 
FOR NOU WILL BE DEAD | cursive THIS PLANET'S COMPLETE, 
ME BL ISAUCLEAR) ATHOSPHERE , WAITING. 


OMB TO DETONATE 
Tei KeuRe 4 TWEE AN? RELISH 


Noi T'M COMPLETELY IMMO- 
BILE! WHAT ARE WE GOING 
— — 70 00? J) 


IN FACT, WE MAY NOT HAVE To WAIT, 
AN HOUR FOR THE END. 


THAT, WAR ABOVE ey 

US IS SOUNDING — 

LOH ENEAR: is ar 
AMEN 


IT'S COMING DOWN, 

AND ir SOUNDS LIKE IT'S 

GOING 70 HIT MEAL 
LOSE 10 US... 


Dear Jim and Archie 
Hi there! This is just a little something in re- 
ponse to Archie Goodwin’s spiel seen in Dreadstar 
#7. Native Californians will recognize this as a typ- 
ical scene of what happens when visiting editors 
pick up surfboards, Hawaiian-print trunks, and 
beach jargon and head for the waves. For the uni- 
nitiated, this is called a wipeout. My condolences 

to the respected Editor of Marvel's Epic Comics. 

Darcy Murphne 
Laguna Beach, CA 
Just so you understand, Darcy, that it wasn’t hit- 
ting his head on those rocks that hurt Archie...It was 
tearing his brand new, floral print jams. But thanks for 

the sympathy anyway. 


Dear Jim and Archie, i 

Ihave just finished reading the Dreadstar Annual 
and | must say that The Price was one powerful 
story. Jim, once again you have been able to draw 
forth rhany varied emotions and feelings from this 
spellbound reader. | am left in awe of your artisti- 
cal talent to paint such beautiful pictures and by 
your expertise in choosing the right words to con- 
vey the tale. 

Daina Graziunas and Christie Scheele both de- 
serve a raise for their splendid coloring job. Jim 
Shooter deserves a copyright for his invention of 
this coloring process. As you might be able to tell, 
I believe that the coloring done on this issue is one 
of the best (if not the best) coloring jobs that | have 
ever seen in comics. 

Now allow me to share some minor criticisms. | 
really did not enjoy the cover atall. 1 thought itwas 
misleading to have Oedi, Skeevo, and Willow on 
the back cover, when they did not make even a 
cameo appearance in The Price. What offended 
me more however, was Vanth and Syzygy smiling 
(Syzygy smiling! ?!) as they held the original cover 
of The Price. | would really appreciate your ex- 


th, 10th floor, N’ ¥ 100 


plaining this to me, as | cannot understand these 
smiles when one considers what takes place in the 
story. | personally believe that you should have ei- 
ther reprinted the original cover by itself or 
painted a totally new cover. Besides these few mi- 
nor complaints, however, it was a very enjoyable 
masterpiece, 
Scott Lingle 
Ridley Park, PA 19078 
We weren’t trying to mislead you with that cover, 
Scott. We were trying to lead readers who might not 
recognize The Price as part of the Dreadstar saga into 
picking it up when they wondered why all their favor- 
ite people were standing around smiling. (As for Syz 
... well, he was probably smiling just to spite all of us 
who cast our votes against ever seeing him do so... 
cause that’s the kinda guy he is.) 


Dear Jim and Archie, 
Dreadstar #7 was a very fine comic. | did find one 
aspect very hard to believe. On page 2, Lord Papal 
and Dr. Mezlo are talking about catorlite and how 
Vanth would question its value. The next page 
Vanth and Syzygy are doing that very thing. The 
story continues until Vanth is hooked onto the 
computer terminal. Then the alarm goes off and 
Dr. Mezio says “| knew he’d not be able to resist 
the mystery of catorlite.” Sure he goes on to say he 
didn’t expect his break-in to be so timely or soon, 
but it all seems too convenient. Maybe it was re- 
ferred to in an earlier issue, but I’m at college and 
didn’t get a chance to look back. Don’t get me 
wrong, | loved the story but | didn’tlike the conve- 
niency of how it started. 
What a beautiful picture of Willow on the back 
cover. | think I’m in love. 
Phil Collignon 
Bloomington, IN 47406 
Phil, the mystery of catorlite was previously intro- 
duced in Epic HMlustrated #15, in the story that intro- 
duced Willow. | think we can safely assume that the 
Lord Papal has had Mezlo lying in wait for Vanth ever 
since. We just happened to check in with him on the 
day Vanth finally took the bait. 


Dear Jim and Archie, 

First off the Interstellar Toybox i$ a smash. | 
found more laughter in those few back up pages 
than most full-length adult comic satires. | also 
think that the genius-in-a-bucket is second fiddle 
to Farquat. Regardless | hungrily await the next in- 
stallment. 

Now for Dreadstar and crew. It is a stupendous 
achievement that this book still generates such 
high enthusiasm in each issue, as well as artfully 
and realistically handling such topics as it has. 


THE DREAD LETTER OFFICE continues on the following page 


THE DREAD LETTER OFFICE continued from the previous page 


Dreadstar is an awe-inspiring combination of 
beautiful artwork; intricate, living characters; and 
boundless, energetic, adventure! 

Now for a confession. After reading Dreadstar 
#6 | was prepared to write a ‘nasty’ letter, dripping 
venom, about Dreadstar’s Plan M. | felt dirtied and 
hurt that my hero, Dreadstar, was cheating an en- 
tire galaxy. Not that | am a religious person, but 
probably because | am not, | felt that giving a false 
god to an entire galaxy was the worst, most despi- 
Cable act anybody could do! However | was 
thumbing through the Dreadstar Graphic Novel a 
few days later and ran upon a bit of conversation 
between Syzygy and Vanth, “This universe doesn’t 
needa saint, itneeds a savior.” With this my anger 
at Plan M abated and I chalked it up to realism. 

Iwon’t even ask you to keep up the good work, 
youalready have my confidence. Thank you. 

David B. Hamilton 
Mayport, FL 32227 

David, anything we could say except, “Thanks!” af- 
tera vote of confidence like yours would seem pretty 
trite. So, we'll let it stand at “Thanks.” 


Bear Jim and Archie, 

| fear | have been remiss in not commenting on 
the series before now. Chalkit up to the “No news 
is good news” theory; there hasn’t been adamned 
thing to criticize or ‘complain about!! I've been 
reading comics since 1955, and followed Marvel 
since its inception, and during that entire time I’ve 
written a bare handful of letters to you. Obviously 
there has been something there I’ve liked; | just 
need a special impetus to write. 

The special impetus | mentioned earlier is this: | 
hereby officially cast my very enthusiastic vote for 
re-issuing the Metamorphosis Odyssey in the same 
format Warlock was recently done in. | must con- 
fess | missed most of the original series. Not 
through lack of interest | assure you. | bought the 
first 3 issues of Epic, enjoyed MO totally but (bet 
you just knew there was going to be a “but” 


there!) it was nearly the only thing | was enjoying 


in the book, and that was a lot of money to be 
spending for something | wasn’t entirely pleased 
with. | guess I'm your basic meat-and-potatoes 
comics fan; some experimentation is fine (Ronin, 
for example), but overall | prefer the straighter ap- 
proach. Anyway, | would very much welcome that 
re-issue (doesn’t that sound better than “re- 
print”), and hope it’s being considered seriously. 
Thank you for your time and the high-quality 
entertainment you've been providing. 
Ken Ahlstrand 
San Diego, CA 92102 
Ken, we're delighted that you enjoy Dreadstar... 
but we also hope that maybe some day you'll give our 
flagship book, Epic Illustrated, another try. After all, 
the magazine that launched Vanth Dreadstar and 
Company can’t be all bad, now, can it? 


Dear Jim and Archie, 

Ijust read The Price, (for the first time, thanks to 
your representation of it...1 loved the colors!) 
and there's only one thing | have to say... (besides 
WOW! and TOO GOOD!, and VERY DISTURB- 
INGLY GREAT!)...and that is to demand, yeah, | 
demand that Epic present the Metamorphosis Od- 
yssey Part I, the one which ran so long in Epic tllus- 
trated in full color, on similar good paper...andIIll 
buy it! I'll buy it! 

‘And, regards Dreadstar#7, my thanks fora good 
tale, and by now, it should be plain that the 
dreaded Aknaton, destroyer of the Milky Way is 
back in his Darth Vader guise, planning vengeance 
on Vanth. (Hmmm, Vengeance on Vanth, perhaps 
the title of number 9 or 10?) 

This is highly entertaining thought provoking 
stuff, you people! Especially The Price,...1 will 
never laugh again at the tense antics of our merry. 
band of world savers. 

Thanks for the juice. 


Jon Turnbow 

Olympia, WA 98501 

Feel free to laugh, Jon... but please, only when we 

intend things to be funny. After all, real life is com- 

posed of contrasts, light and dark, tragedy and fun. 
‘And that’s what Dreadstar should be all about. 


Dear Jim and Archie, 
Long live Berni Wrightson!! As an avid fan of 

Dreadstar | must write to let you know how much I 

love the latest edition to your “hallowed” pages. 

‘Aldo Gorney and Farquat are original and hilar- 
ious! I have long admired B.W.’s fantastic illustrat- 
ing and horrifying tales. The Interstellar Toybox is a 
pleasant addition to Dreadstar which | for one 
hope spins off in a favorable direction (Get the 
hint, boys!). 

Farquat makes the whole thing—he and Beezer 
kept me “rolling” through the shole story in 
Dreadstar #6, but the current story in Dreadstar #7 
Farquat’s frustration as Scooter 


Irealize there is no letter page for Aldo and Far- 
quat, but | felt the need to speak my piece. On 
Dreadstar, all | can say is “Terrific”! You keep right 
on with all you're doing—I haven’t had one com- 
plaint yet—really! Dreadstar Annual was beautiful 
=alovely book. 

Thank for making my month! 


Debbie Larson 
Cedar Rapids, IA 52402 
Thanks for letting us know we did, Debbie. 


ult TH My CATE. OED 
MORAL SUPPORT. 


So Next issue, 
ae Teg vantH Escapes 


